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Short synopsis 
 
A Jewish teenager and an injured soldier join a doomed plot to kill Hitler. They face almost 
certain death, yet luck and love shine upon them as they outwit Nazi terror and become the 
first couple married in post-war Berlin. 
 

 
 
Medium synopsis 
 
As a teenager in Nazi Germany, Jutta is shocked to discover she is Jewish. She joins the German 
resistance and meets Helmuth, an injured soldier. The two become sweethearts and co-
conspirators in the Valkyrie plot to assassinate Hitler.  
 
Surviving Hitler: A Love Story is a harrowing tale of war, resistance and survival. At the center of 
the documentary is a love story for the ages, original 8mm footage (shot by Helmuth) and, 
miraculously, a happy ending.                  ©Jay Rosenblatt 
 
Technical factsheet 
 
producer/director  John-Keith Wasson 
editor    Carla Gutierrez 
cinematography  Helmuth Cords, Fortunato Procopio, John-Keith Wasson, Charlie 

Wuppermann 
original score  Walter Koerte 
sound mix  Dan Lumiere 
executive producer John H Wasson 
special thanks  Robert Markowitz 
partial funding provided by Lynn and Jules Kroll fund for Jewish Documentary Film 
 
Original TRT: 65:40 
One Hour TRT: 55:58 
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Biography of the Director 
John-Keith Wasson graduated from Dartmouth College and the London Film School. He has worked 
predominantly as a cinematographer. His shooting credits include the award-winning documentary “The 
Devil Came on Horseback.”  
 
In 2007, John-Keith met Jutta. She shared with him the details from her li fe and eventually trusted him 
with her home movies and love letters.  
 
This is John-Keith’s directorial debut.  
 
Additional pictures: 
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Press clippings 
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Other press mentions: 
“DocFilm’s Best o f Full Frame Film Festival” April 12, 2010, Documentary Films Online 

 
 
 
“The 30th San Francisco Jewish Film Festival – the Castro Week Highlights” July 30,2010 Li fe with 
Moveis and Maxxx blog 

 

 
 
 
"The structure o f the story," he said o f "Surviving Hitler," "is more wonderful than any film Hollywood 
could have written."    The Herald-Sun “Full Frame ceremony awards filmmakers” April12, 2010 
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RADIO: Featured in “the Story with Dick Gordon” on American Public Media (25 minute interview) 
http://thestory.org/archive/the_story_1037_Lap_Baker.mp3/view 


