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"A shot of pure inspira�on...Not Going Quietly has a special power."
 – RogerEbert.com

"An unusually moving poli�cal doc...a s�rring tale of ac�vism."
 – Hollywood Reporter

"A visceral ode to the nature of ac�vism under dire circumstances...Not Going Quietly is an essen�al guide to having an
impact."

– Indiewire
"A heartbreaking story with humor, insight and ac�on will resonate with anyone.”

 – Jimmy Kimmel in Vanity Fair
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*SXSW 2021 Film Fes�val Audience Award - Documentary Feature* 
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LOGLINE

When ac�vist Ady Barkan confronts a powerful senator on an airplane their exchange goes viral and sparks a
once-in-a-genera�on movement for healthcare.

ALT LOGLINE

 
SHORT SYNOPSIS

A rising star in progressive poli�cs and a new father, 32-year-old Ady Barkan’s life is upended when he is
diagnosed with ALS. But a�er a confronta�on with powerful Senator Jeff Flake on an airplane goes viral,
catapul�ng him to na�onal fame, Ady and a motley crew of ac�vists ignite a once-in-a-genera�on poli�cal
movement called “Be a Hero.” Together, they barnstorm across the country and empower people to confront
their elected officials with emo�onal, personal stories to demand healthcare jus�ce and Ady holds
groundbreaking interviews with Joe Biden, Kamala Harris, Bernie Sanders and Elizabeth Warren.  As Ady rises to
become Poli�co’s “Most Powerful Ac�vist in America,” he discovers that collec�ve ac�on and speaking truth to
power offers hope for his family and millions of others.

LONG SYNOPSIS
A rising star in progressive poli�cs and a new father, 32-year-old Ady Barkan’s life is upended when he is
diagnosed with ALS. But a�er a confronta�on with powerful Senator Jeff Flake on an airplane goes viral,
catapul�ng him to na�onal fame, Ady and a motley crew of ac�vists ignite a once-in-a-genera�on poli�cal
movement called “Be a Hero.” Together, they barnstorm across the country and empower people to confront
their elected officials with emo�onal, personal stories to demand healthcare jus�ce and Ady holds
groundbreaking interviews with Joe Biden, Kamala Harris, Bernie Sanders and Elizabeth Warren.  Through his
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journey, Ady discovers that collec�ve ac�on and speaking truth to power offers hope for his family and millions
of others.
 
Con�nuing today to mo�vate others to use the �me they are given and speak truth to power, Barkan con�nues
to fight for a more just world for his son to inherit. He was featured as one of TIME’s top 100 Most influen�al
people of 2020 and has most recently been credited with pressuring President Biden to make the recent
decision to waive the COVID-19 vaccine patent. Barkan is referred to as “The Most Powerful Ac�vist in
America,” because when he speaks, people listen.

MAIN CREDITS 
 
DIRECTOR NICHOLAS BRUCKMAN
PRODUCER AMANDA RODDY
WRITERS NICHOLAS BRUCKMAN, AMANDA RODDY
EXECUTIVE PRODUCERS FOR DUPLASS BROTHERS PRODUCTIONS  JAY DUPLASS, MARK DUPLASS, MEL ESLYN
EXECUTIVE PRODUCER FOR HUNGRY MULE ENTERTAINMENT BRADLEY WHITFORD
EXECUTIVE PRODUCERS FOR PATMA PRODUCTIONS NINA TASSLER, JOAN BOORSTEIN, DENISE DI NOVI
EXECUTIVE PRODUCER FOR PARK PICTURES SAM BISBEE, JACKIE KELMAN BISBEE, WENDY NEU
EXECUTIVE PRODUCER FOR PEOPLE’S TELEVISION NICHOLAS BRUCKMAN, RYDER HASKE
ASSOCIATE PRODUCER ASTER GROSS
EDITOR KENT BASSETT
POSTPRODUCTION SUPERVISOR CLAUDIA TANNEY
DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY RYDER HASKE, ALEX POLLINI, ERIN COLLETT, NICHOLAS BRUCKMAN, AMANDA RODDY,
MICHAEL DWYER
MUSIC GIOSUÉ GRECO
CAST ADY BARKAN, RACHAEL KING, LIZ JAFF, TRACEY CORDER, NATE SMITH, ANA MARIA ARCHILA

DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT
 As a creator of both independent films and branded videos for progressive candidates and causes, my work straddles the

intersec�ons between journalism and ac�vism, storytelling and propaganda, art and ac�on. I first met Ady in the role of a
commercial director, when I was connected to him to direct a short launch film for the newly-formed Be a Hero campaign.
I flew to Santa Barbara for what I expected to be a somber shoot: an ailing father pleading with poli�cians to protect his
health care. But immediately upon interviewing him, I realized that what he was doing was much more profound:
reframing the tragic narra�ve of his disease into a poli�cal pla�orm. With self-awareness and strategic planning, he was
cra�ing the story of his illness into a movement that catalyzed other people into ac�on and empowered them to follow
his footsteps in confron�ng poli�cians with their own stories as a rallying cry.

Ady was already losing his voice, and there was no �me to waste. On the first day of filming, I pitched him on a feature
documentary that would follow his fight across the intersec�onal issues of health care jus�ce, disability, and electoral
ac�vism. But at its most universal level, it would be about the power of personal storytelling to transform despair into
hope – something I’d always believed in but that Ady was proving true in a way I’d never witnessed before. I was driven as
a filmmaker to explore the ques�on of how sharing one’s pain in the public sphere can be a healing act, for the individual
and for our society. This theme is reflected not only through Ady’s journey, but also the other ac�vists in the film,
including Ana Maria Archila, who uses her story of sexual assault as a tool to speak truth to power.

 The in�macy, humor, and access to the most private parts of Ady’s family life—reckoning with the disease and their
rela�onship as a family—are all embedded in Ady’s message in the film that the personal is inherently poli�cal. But even
though Ady was willing to “exploit his disease for poli�cal gain” (as Liz acknowledges in the film), I needed to ensure that
the film never exploited him or his family. Documen�ng an illness carries ethical ques�ons, for example, when is it OK to
film when your protagonist has lost the ability to say no? To navigate these types of issues, we came up with a system to
communicate consent for filming, and created a review process over the scrip�ng that ensured journalis�c integrity while
allowing Ady to retain agency over his voice and body in the film.

 Ady and I are around the same age with similar backgrounds: ac�vists from secular Jewish families on New York’s Upper
West Side. I knew that Ady’s diagnosis could have just as easily happened to me, but that Ady—with astonishing
resilience—was turning this otherwise meaningless tragedy into something incredibly powerful and transforma�ve for
the country. How would I answer being dealt such a hand? The film is my a�empt at answering that ques�on. As Ady
loses his privilege, and fights for social change as a marginalized person with a disability, he taught me there are no
excuses for inac�on, a lesson I first learned from my blind grandfather who championed the rights of the disabled in
India. Because I do not iden�fy as having a disability, we consulted with ac�vists/academics and filmmakers from the
disability community to ensure that the representa�on in the film was authen�c and inclusive.



I hope that those communi�es, and all of the ac�vists using their stories as a weapon to fight for a be�er world, feel seen
in Ady’s story on screen.

Nicholas Bruckman, Director, Not Going Quietly

FILMMAKERS BIOGRAPHIES

NICHOLAS BRUCKMAN, FILMMAKER, DIRECTOR
Nicholas Bruckman Headshot

Nicholas produced the narra�ve feature Valley of Saints, which won the Sundance Film Fes�val Audience Award and
was nominated for an Independent Spirit Award. He previously directed the feature documentary La Americana,
which won numerous fes�val awards and broadcast worldwide on Nat Geo and PBS. Nicholas is the founder of
People’s Television, a NY-based film and commercial produc�on company. Through People’s TV, he directs branded
content for clients including Facebook, Airbnb, and Greenpeace.

AMANDA RODDY, FILMMAKER, PRODUCER
Amanda Roddy Headshot

Amanda is an award-winning documentary filmmaker with People’s Television, where she has led projects as a
director, producer, and writer for high profile clients such as the Democra�c Na�onal Conven�on, Elizabeth Warren’s
presiden�al Campaign, Equal Jus�ce Works, The Nature Conservancy, and The Equity Fund. Recently, she directed
and produced a two-minute prime�me television spot that appeared during the 2020 Democra�c Na�onal
Conven�on. Her work has been supported by the Interna�onal Documentary Associa�on, Roo�op Films, Film
Independent, IFP, and HBO.

KENT BASSETT, EDITOR
Kent Basse� is an Emmy-nominated editor and filmmaker. He recently edited the feature documentary Standing Up,
about three unlikely aspiring comedians, which premiered at DOC NYC and will be distributed by Gravitas Ventures.
He also cut the feature documentary Personal Statement, about youth leaders figh�ng to expand college access,
which premiered at AFI Docs and broadcast on PBS America ReFramed.
In TV, Kent worked as an editor on shows including Top Chef and The Real L-Word. He directed and edited the
forthcoming documentary, This Might Hurt, about chronic pain and the mind-body connec�on.
 
JAY DUPLASS, EXECUTIVE PRODUCER
Jay Duplass was first recognized in the early 2000’s for wri�ng, direc�ng and producing several award winning
independent and studio films with his brother Mark, such as The Puffy Chair, Cyrus, and Jeff, Who Lives at Home. In
2014, Jay and Mark created the cri�cally acclaimed television series Togetherness, eventually inking a television deal
with HBO where they’ve since produced Animals and Room 104. The brothers also have an ongoing mul�-film deal
with Ne�lix for their film produc�on.  Jay began ac�ng in 2012, when Jill Soloway cast him as series regular Josh
Pfefferman in her Amazon show Transparent. He also appears regularly in Hulu’s The Mindy Project, TBS’ Search
Party and in films such as Beatriz At Dinner, Landline, Outside In, Prospect, The Pink Wall and Horse Girl.
 
MARK DUPLASS, EXECUTIVE PRODUCER
Mark Duplass is an award-winning actor, filmmaker and producer. He has wri�en, directed and produced several
acclaimed independent and studio films with his brother Jay, such as The Puffy Chair, Cyrus, and Jeff, Who Lives at
Home. In 2014, Mark and Jay created the cri�cally acclaimed television series Togetherness for HBO in which Mark
also starred. They also released the docuseries sensa�on Wild Wild Country on Ne�lix in 2018, for which they won
an Emmy. In the start of 2020, the Duplass Brothers signed a first-look deal with HBO for whom they are currently
producing the anthological series Room 104. He most recently produced and starred in the Ne�lix original film
Paddleton with Ray Romano, as well as starred alongside Jennifer Aniston and Reese Witherspoon in Apple’s The
Morning Show.
 
BRADLEY WHITFORD, EXECUTIVE PRODUCER
Bradley Whi�ord is an Emmy Award-winning actor and poli�cal ac�vist known best for his role as White House
Deputy Chief of Staff Josh Lyman in The West Wing. He has dedicated his ac�vism to speaking out publicly against

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.dropbox.com/s/fqrda2ooy0vihqs/Nicholas%2520Bruckman%2520Headshot%2520Square.JPG?dl%3D0&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1648759087259323&usg=AOvVaw3wimdIy1fGoJzG7RJ7TLgU
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.dropbox.com/s/m21hdoxbop0k0kc/Amanda%2520Roddy%2520Headshot%2520Square.JPG?dl%3D0&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1648759087260735&usg=AOvVaw3-E0Wm8zLEsqc95hAPJoPm


big business poli�cs, notably at a protest against Sco� Walker’s budget repair bill in 2011. In 2007, Bradley was
honored as a Champion of Jus�ce by the Alliance for Jus�ce, a progressive judicial advocacy organiza�on. He now
serves on the Board of Advisors for Let America Vote, a nonprofit working to end voter suppression across the
country.

AWARDS

Critics Choice Awards
2 Nominations: Best Political Documentary, Most Compelling Subject in a Documentary Feature

IDA Shortlist
Listed on the 2021 IDA Shortlist

SXSW 
WINNER - AUDIENCE AWARD

WINNER - SPECIAL JURY RECOGNITION FOR HUMANITY IN SOCIAL ACTION

CLEVELAND FILM FESTIVAL
WINNER - AUDIENCE AWARD

ANNAPOLIS FILM FESTIVAL
WINNER - BEST FEATURE DOCUMENTARY
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