IFCFilms

PRESENTS

HOLD YOUR FIRE

WRITTEN AND DIRECTED BY STEFAN FORBES

METROPOLIS Official Selection
GRAND JURY §

:"' PRIZE “: .
v |Doc| Y
Y INYC| ¥

o Toronto International
< 2021 ¢ Film Festival 2021

PRESS NOTES

STARRING

Harvey Schlossberg — Shu’aib Rahim — Jerry Riccio

PRESS CONTACTS

NY - Falco Ink
holdyoufire@falcoink.com

LA - Block Korenbrot
MELODY KORENBROT| mkorenbrot@bk-pr.com
RYAN LANGREHR| rlangrehr@bk-pr.com
VINCENT HANNLEY| vhannley@bk-pr.com

IFC CONTACTS

LAURA SOK | laura.sok@ifcfilms.com
KATE MCEDWARDS | kate.mcedwards@ifcfilms.com
IFC FILMS 11 PENN PLAZA NEW YORK, NY 10001
T: 646 273 7214 F: 646 273 7250
www.ifcfilms.com

For images please visit our extranet: http://press.amcnetworks.com/ifc-films
(login: ifcfilms@ifcfilms.com, password: Ifcfilmsl! select “Films”)
95 MIN / 2021 / ENGLISH / COLOR



http://www.ifcfilms.com/

CONTENTS

SYNOPSIS ..ot et e s st e b bR b e s e R R ea s s b b sae sh st e ber e
CREW BIOS....... oottt ettt e e s b e st et et b bbbt e e 0 b sa st et sea e b b eb b en e bbb e e e s e e e s 5
CAST BIOS...... ettt sttt e ettt et e b e st st e s s e ee et ea ehe ses ses st e e e s e e e et eaeere b see se e e ee s

CREDITS ettt ettt ettt e e e et et e b s s e et e sh sheehe et et bt s b es et st s e sae sheeheeat e s aeraenbenbennn



SYNOPSIS

Brooklyn, 1973. When Shu’aib Raheem and his friends attempted to steal guns for self-defense, it
sparked the longest hostage siege in NYPD history. NYPD psychologist Harvey Schlossberg fought to
avert a bloodbath, reform police methods, and save the lives of hostages, police, and the four young
Muslim men at the heart of the conflict.



DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT

When | first learned about Harvey Schlossberg | was amazed to discover a maverick, pacifist, intellectual
cop with a Ph.D. in psychology teaching radical empathy to the police. Harvey played a key role in the
longest hostage siege in NYPD history. It took place in 1973 Brooklyn, the home of French Connection,
Serpico, and Dog Day Afternoon. | discovered that this harrowing ordeal, captured on gorgeous film by
award-winning NYC photojournalists, is the origin story of modern hostage negotiation, and that Dr.

Schlossberg’s teachings provide hope for repairing America’s broken methods of policing.

Working on this film throughout the killings of Michael Brown, Ahmed Arbery, Brionna Taylor, George
Floyd, and countless others, | was dismayed to learn that most policemen aren’t trained in Harvey’s
‘defuse and de-escalate’ approach. This has to change. America tends to glorify macho guys adept at
violence, such as heavyweight boxers and Special Forces Ops. I'd like to glorify a 99-pound intellectual
police psychologist who upended traditional notions of masculinity and police use of violence. In the
words of NYPD Captain Al Baker, who was initially skeptical of Schlossberg: “It was revolutionary. We
started to transcend street justice...It’s an internal strength, the opposite of the eternal, explosive
strength. That’s true manhood. Violence is a weakness.” There are challenging and disturbing interviews
in Hold Your Fire. | hope they’ll help spark the messy, difficult, and honest discussions America needs to

have around policing and criminal justice.

In making this film and my previous one, Boogie Man, about the divisive political strategist Lee Atwater,
I've come to think of our nation as a dysfunctional family, full of love and compassion along with
conflict, trauma, false narratives and toxic denial. As the spectre of coming political violence looms over
America, can we hold this family together? Can we follow Harvey’s lead and listen deeply to each other
even as we strongly disagree? Can we absorb the truth that “violence is a weakness” and learn to hold

our fire? The future of our multicultural democracy may well depend on it.

- Stefan Forbes



CAST BIOS

Harvey Schlossberg was an NYPD officer, Freudian psychoanalyst, and the founder of modern crisis
negotiation. He founded the Psychological Services department in the NYPD, where he pioneered
treatment for violence-prone police. In the Handbook of Police Psychology, Schlossberg was called a
"father of modern police psychology" for his role in changing the tactics police employed in hostage
situations.

Shu’aib Raheem works as a Trauma Support Consultant. He previously served as the Program
Coordinator for the Brownsville Arches Transformative Mentoring Program for criminal justice-involved
children and families. He is the founder of the Jawala Scouts Leardership Training Program. He holds a
master’s degree in Pastoral Counseling from the New York Theological Seminary. He currently serves on
the board of The Fortune Society.



CREW BIOS

Stefan Forbes is an Emmy-nominated director. His award-winning documentary Boogie Man: The Lee
Atwater Story (2008) won the IDA Emerging Filmmaker Award, the national Edward R. Murrow Award,
the Polk Award for Excellence in Journalism, and was nominated for a WGA Award for Best Theatrical
Documentary. It played 40 US cities theatrically and was seen on PBS's Frontline, The BBC's Storyuville,
the CBC's Passionate Eye, and was a Critic's Pick in newspapers worldwide. The Washington Post called it
“one of the best political films ever made.” Mr. Forbes' award-winning hourlong documentary One More
Dead Fish (2004), about environmentally-friendly fishermen in Nova Scotia fighting globalization, was
broadcast on PBS. Ken Loach called it “excellent” and Howard Zinn termed the film “an inspiring
example of working people resisting the giant forces of globalization, in the great tradition of civil
disobedience on behalf of justice.” Mr. Forbes wrote and directed the cinematic musical performance
Monk Recut with Grammy-nominated jazz ensemble MONK’estra, which Monk biographer Robin D.G.
Kelley called “fabulous...breathtaking.” Mr. Forbes is a former New York Foundation for the Arts Fellow
and has served on the nominating committee of the Independent Spirit Awards.

Fab 5 Freddy aka Fred Brathwaite is an American visual artist, filmmaker, actor, hip hop pioneer, and
criminal justice activist. He is considered one of the architects of the street art movement. Freddy
emerged in New York's downtown underground creative scene in the late 1970s as a graffiti artist. In the
late 1980s, Freddy became the first host of the groundbreaking hip-hop music video show Yo! MTV
Raps. He is an actor and director, known for Wild Style (1982), New Jack City (1991), Rachel Getting
Married (2008), and Grass is Greener (2019).

Tia Wou is a producer of the award-winning documentary film Boogie Man: The Lee Atwater Story, a
Critic’s Choice in the New York Times and the Washington Post, which called it “one of the best political
films ever.” She is also a noted accessories designer who founded the company Tote Le Monde.

Sam Pollard is an Emmy Award-winning and Oscar-nominated producer, director and editor. His films
include MLK/FBI (2020), Sammy Davis, Jr.: I've Gotta Be Me (2017), When The Levees Broke (2006),
Bamboozled (2000), Four Little Girls (1997) and Eyes on the Prize (1987).

Amir Soltani is an Iranian-American filmmaker, writer and historian. He directed the Emmy-nominated
documentary film Dogtown Redemption (2015), and wrote Zahra’s Paradise, a New York Times
bestselling graphic novel about human rights in Iran which has been translated into 16 languages.
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Re-Recording Mixer / Sound Designer
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Additional Sound Recordist

Sean O'Neill

Archival Research
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Conform Editor
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Colorist
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