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Ezra:	00:17	Camp, to me, is a place where I can really be myself. I've always considered camp to be sort of my second home.
Eva:	00:28	You're away from your parents for like two weeks, and everyone there gets upset, but you can comfort each other and stuff.
Tessa:	00:38	There are definitely crushes. I know who likes me, but I don't know if they know if I know that they like me.
Kid:	00:46	This camp really shows kids how to be heard because we do have ideas, it's just harder for us to get it out there.
Emile:	00:57	The values of camp are to be peaceful, be kind, fairness. Ending capitalism is a big one. Yeah.
Maddy Simon:	01:13	Last night I had the strangest dream. I never dreamed before. I dreamed the world had all agreed to put an end to war.
Fanny Jacobson:	01:36	Do you want the glasses off?
Interviewer:	01:36	Yeah, take your glasses off.
Fanny Jacobson:	01:41	My name is Fanny Jacobson, and I'm 95 years old, or as somebody said to me, that I'm 95 years young. America today is not the same. To bring it back to those years, I don't think so. To make it better, oh yes. [foreign language 00:02:02]. That means a nicer and better world.
Gerald Palevsky:	02:15	I had the opportunity to attend two separate camps. One was a Circle of Children, and the other was Kinderland which was the Land of Children. They had different outlooks on this time of learning, this time of growth, this time of becoming a better person, and that was one of the goals of both of the camps, but there was a significant difference between the two.
Gerald Palevsky:	03:08	Kinderland was made up of children of working parents in factories, in workplaces where the fight for unionism was an everyday discussion, where concepts of what was liberty, what it was worth to attain this, was of utmost importance. And in the other, you had what, my family used to say, were [foreign language 00:03:55]. They were all right, that they had a secure income. They had already achieved.
Dr. Barnett Zum...:	04:02	They didn't start to have mostly, as he puts it, [foreign language 00:04:08] until around the war and after the war.
Bob Kaplan:	04:11	So he's half a generation older than I am. When you were in camp, bunk mates' parents, all union workers?
Dr. Barnett Zum...:	04:21	Mostly.
Bob Kaplan:	04:22	Okay. When I was in camp already, the parents were professionals.
Gerald Palevsky:	04:28	In the Workman's Circle Camp, it was competitiveness, it was learning how to be a good sports player. I don't remember anything political at that time. They wanted to assimilate into the American way of life.
Sharane Farber:	04:48	Their camp were social democrats whereas on our side of the lake, there was a large Communist influence.
Dr. Barnett Zum...:	04:59	The problem that we had with the people at Kinderland was that Stalin was God.
Speaker 32:	05:05	They were bourgeois fascists. There's no question about it. But that was not something that we would say to their faces.
Judee Rosenbaum:	05:14	Staff from each camp would row to the middle of the lake to meet each other and hurl insults at each other.
Maddy Simon:	05:20	We had a camper, she was rowing in camp at that time, and she was surrounded by some kids from the Workmen's Circle, some boys who started harassing her, calling her names, and saying, "Why don't you go back to Russia where you belong, you dirty commy?"
Maddy Simon:	05:39	They didn't call her a dirty Jew because they were Jewish probably too. So she picked up an oar, and she said, "Get the hell out of here before I take my hammer and sickle and shove it up your ass."
Gerald Palevsky:	05:52	Was this politics? Was this the difference that made Socialist and Communist? I haven't the vaguest notion of it. I know it was a feeling of how intensely people felt about doing what was best for the community, best for the group.
Maddy Simon:	06:18	We grew up with a DNA of socialism. We just knew it was a good thing to be for African Americans, it was a good thing to defend workers' rights, to go out on strike if it was necessary, to walk out on May Day and demonstrate your feelings about peace.
Gerald Palevsky:	06:42	Heck, I can remember. I must have been five years old when I went on my first picket line. Wages up and hours down, make New York a union town. This is the Depression. This was when every night at the dinner table you would discuss, am I going into work tomorrow? Is there going to be food? You lived in an urban area, not exactly prime real estate, and so camp was a way of being able to escape from this, give you a chance to see wondrous things and become aware of them.
Fanny Jacobson:	07:30	I was there in '27 when it opened. I went back as a counselor in '35.
Dr. Barnett Zum...:	07:38	I went to camp when I was six years old. I came back as a physician, and I was the camp physician for half the summer for 50 consecutive years.
Maddy Simon:	07:50	We had a dance teacher who noticed that I could play the piano very well, and she went to camp every summer, and she asked me to come along, and my job was to play for the dance teacher.
Dr. Barnett Zum...:	08:05	I even became interested in the opposite sex as happens and had some very nice girlfriends there.
Gerald Palevsky:	08:13	It was where, as a seven-year-old, I was taught how to use a shovel to plant a tree.
Maddy Simon:	08:21	Singing was extremely important in camp. Should I sing one right now?
Interviewer:	08:27	Yeah. Yeah.
Maddy Simon:	08:28	My mommy gave me a penny to buy some candy. I didn't buy the candy. It cost a nickel. Oh, everything is higher. It's sure outrageous. Oh, everything is higher except my parents' wages.
Maddy Simon:	08:50	We saluted the American flag on Sunday, the American flag. We hoped to work toward a world where everybody would be equal, where there would be no exploitation of people, but we certainly never believed that our allegiance was to the Soviet Union.
Speaker 10:	09:14	The thing that the American people can do is to be vigilant day and night to make sure they don't have communists teaching the sons and daughters of America.
Maddy Simon:	09:29	McCarthy tried to scare the world into believing that if you were pro labor, and if you were pro civil rights, and if you were pro peace, then you were anti-American.
Maddy Simon:	09:50	The Workmen's Circle did everything that they could to be recognized by the United States government. By pushing us aside, they would have nothing to do with us. The local community sheriff came around and took pictures of all of the license plates of the parents and sent them to the FBI.
Judee Rosenbaum:	10:22	The manager of camp, the assistant manager, and the dance instructor, Edith Siegel, were subpoenaed, and it was in all the newspapers. Commy camp, red camp. So people wouldn't send their children to the camp because they were afraid that they'd lose their jobs, they'd be fired, they'd be hounded, harassed. I lost my teaching job.
Maddy Simon:	10:51	It became very difficult, and camp lost a lot of children as a result.
Maddy Simon:	10:57	Hey, no, no.
Maddy Simon:	11:05	I'm still a victim of that time of that fear of the world or the United States coming down on us.
Kids:	11:43	Boy, and she was a girl. Can I make it any more obvious?
Emile:	11:57	Well, some people say this is a Communist camp, and other people say this is a Socialist camp. I don't really know which one it is.
Emile:	12:09	Camp, to me, it's like my home away from home.
Dayne:	12:14	We learn about the history of many things. We learned about our bunk names, who they were, and what they did for the world.
Emile:	12:26	My bunk is named Anne Frank. She gave us the unfiltered view on what the Holocaust is like.
Sandra:	12:35	Half of my campers live in the bunk named after Goodman, Schwerner, and Chaney who were three men murdered by the KKK, 1964, while attempting to register black folks to vote. They were part of the Freedom Riders.
Eli:	12:49	There's a lot of discrimination going on nowadays. And Goodman, Schwerner, and Chaney were really setting an example of how to fight against that oppression.
Ira Palansky:	12:59	Let's see what other Yiddish we may have tonight on the share bill, and let's give our Yiddish show.
Ira Palansky:	13:04	Very good.
Ezra:	13:09	So the word for today is the word for go to sleep, which is [foreign language 00:13:16].
Kids:	13:16	[foreign language 00:13:16].
Ezra:	13:16	Very good. [foreign language 00:13:17] .
Judee Rosenbaum:	13:20	Camp Kinderland is a secular, progressive, multicultural camp with roots in its Jewish heritage and the heritage of the Jewish people who first found and built this camp.
Daniel:	13:33	It's really important to preserve Yiddish. It's like an old language that I think was really nearly wiped out in the Holocaust. We lost a lot of lives that spoke this language.
Eva:	13:44	Well, we get to learn a lot of things at camp. It's like fun school. It sounds impossible, but it's true.
Kids:	13:52	Passing through, passing through. Sometimes happy, sometimes blue, I'm glad that I have you.
Maddy Simon:	13:58	I wouldn't use the word socialism anymore because it has a political meaning. I would call us more a humanist progressive camp teaching our children to be better human beings.
Kids:	14:18	And the seasons, they go round and round and the painted pony-
Judee Rosenbaum:	14:18	I would say the values are still the same. Equality, freedom, democracy. Camp was always very class conscious.
Speaker 17:	14:28	Mr. Hasser will give you your seven and a half cents if you drop all the claims for retroactive pay.
Speaker 35:	14:32	We ain't given up nothing.
Speaker 36:	14:35	This hat, right?
Judee Rosenbaum:	14:36	Yes. Yeah. I like that hat very much.
Kids:	14:39	Buy a hell of a lot. Seven and a half cents doesn't mean a thing. Give it to me every hour, 40 hours every week. That's enough for me to be living like a king.
Judee Rosenbaum:	14:51	Old Kinderland started putting on musicals with the kids, and they did social justice musicals.
Kids:	14:57	Best in the land.
Judee Rosenbaum:	15:00	The story would be connected to civil rights or anti-war.
Daniel:	15:07	All right. Great job. Great job. Great job. Okay. What exactly is the context of what's happening right now? What are they fighting for? What did they win? Where are we?
Speaker 18:	15:17	They know that the company has enough money to be paying them the seven and a half cents. The boss is just refusing to do it.
Daniel:	15:24	Right. But historically, what movements does that tie into?
Judee Rosenbaum:	15:26	Kids need to see a through line. They need to see it in a play, they need to see it in a book, and they need to see it in real life.
Speaker 18:	15:33	We get our seven and a half cent raise, full retroactive pay, and we agree that the union will try to discourage any production accidents.
Speaker 37:	15:43	That's a deal that the union could get behind.
Kids:	15:48	Woo. Let's go.
Judee Rosenbaum:	15:50	Our kids used to be part of, their parents were all working class. Then they were lower middle class. Now they're solid middle class. They have all the empathy that you could want, but it's harder to make it present in their daily lives, and they work to do that.
Clarissa:	16:07	And we talked about how many people in the U.S. are immigrants, and so there's that level of empathy with people.
Leda:	16:15	Definitely the political aims of the camp go hand in hand with the type of humans we want to be because humanity has to be comprised of compassion, and compassion means working to help the most vulnerable in our communities.
Kids:	16:34	Stop complaining says the farmer.
Tessa:	16:34	I think camp has made me a better person. The values here are definitely different from outside of camp.
Kids:	16:40	Treasures Freedom. Like the swallow, that learned to fly.
Dayne:	16:49	It's really hard to get out of camp and then just go right back to school and try and be how you are in camp to the people that live where you live. Most of the people in my school, they don't believe in global warming, they don't believe science. They believe whatever their president tells them.
Sandra:	17:18	There is a critique of Kinderland that we are just indoctrinating kids into this leftist ideology and that they're never allowed to question it. Famously, Rush Limbaugh called Kinderland, commie camp, kind of in that context. And that name has been reclaimed by us. We're like, "Yay. Commie camp."
Judee Rosenbaum:	17:42	Silent vigil. Rosie, tell them to stop shouting. It's supposed to be a silent vigil.
Daniel:	18:01	Eli, candle?
Mike Meeropol:	18:06	One of the things that McCarthyism succeeded in doing and the Cold War succeeded in doing is making people think that when you hear the word socialism, you're really talking about recreating Stalin's gulag.
Kids:	18:20	Last night I had the strangest dream. I never dreamed before.
Mike Meeropol:	18:24	That's of course not true because you have countries in northern Europe, particularly, that have been ruled by socialist parties for decades and decades, and they have created a version of capitalism that is social democracy which means the rough edges are sanded off, there's a lot less inequality, there are a lot more guarantees to people in terms of healthcare and education.
Fanny Jacobson:	18:49	To me, it shouldn't be any political thing. It should be a normal thing. If you are a citizen of the country, you shouldn't have to worry about the basic things.
Sharane Farber:	19:04	This was the land of opportunity. The United States was called the Golden Medina, the Golden Land.
Dr. Barnett Zum...:	19:14	And nowadays there is a substantial likelihood that whatever economic class you get born into, you're going to stay in. That is a restriction on the land of opportunity.
Fanny Jacobson:	19:28	It's very hard for someone at my stage of life to see a lot of the good things that we did accomplish over the past 50 years are beginning to disappear.
Interviewer:	19:44	So are we just going backwards?
Fanny Jacobson:	19:46	Ah, it's making a circle. I don't say it's backwards. No. But you can't let it happen.
Judee Rosenbaum:	19:58	Because of the rise of labor unions, we eliminated child labor, we eliminated the seven day week, we eliminated the 12, 16 hour day, et cetera. We got social security, we got all of these things. The overwhelming majority of the country is moving forward, and the minority of the country is trying to pull backward.
Daniel:	20:18	Yeah. Somebody said it was like, "Oh, this country already has socialism for the banks and stuff. Yeah. It's when the banks get bailed out, and they're in a lot of trouble, the government will come in and give them what they need, help them out." That's essentially what we would like them to do for everyday people.
Judee Rosenbaum:	20:34	Are we concerned about where America as a country is headed?
Sandra:	20:38	Out of many things, I'm most concerned with inequality and the rise of a far right.
Bernadette:	20:45	I'm most concerned about how hate has just become a thing that's very normalized, as other people have said, and that it's present all the time. But what really gives me hope is that people, especially other young people, are standing up to this and are trying to make change even in the face of all this despair.
Ben Bath:	21:19	In this country, we have people who have been oppressed because they're immigrants, people have been oppress impressed because a minority status and civil rights, but one of the ways that people have come together to fight back against that is through the labor movement. Right? So right now we're going to learn a few songs you will be singing endlessly.
Ben Bath:	21:35	Two, three, four. Woke up this morning with my mind.
Ben Bath:	21:41	You're having a resurgence of authentic socialist people's movements around the world and a resurgence of fascist movements, and I think that's the point is those go hand in hand. And now we've got to figure out what kind of a society we're going to be.
Ben Bath:	21:59	These are banners that were carried in May Day parades. The Workmen's Circle was founded as a socialist organization for poor, working class, eastern European immigrants. It's in the founding constitution of Workmen's Circle that the goal is to put an end to premature death, sickness, and to end capitalism. Like every left-wing group, they split over the Russian revolution. Right? So Kinderland, the IWO, was pro-communist and pro-Soviet, and Workmen's Circle was socialist, but not pro-Soviet, and so that was a big split. But I like these banners because it is sort of a reminder of its origins. The goal now is just to get teens interested in progressive social justice and change. And I think all the old left groups are trying to do that.
Judee Rosenbaum:	22:53	Let's try this.
Speaker 40:	22:54	Peace and quiet.
Judee Rosenbaum:	22:55	Okay. Workmen's Circle is coming to camp. The youth leadership has said that they would like to become a more socially active, socially conscious camp.
Sandra:	23:08	But I'd also like to add that I've heard there are possible political disagreements.
Kids:	23:14	Yeah. Yeah.
Sandra:	23:15	And I was wondering if there would be a way to discuss or voice that.
Judee Rosenbaum:	23:19	Absolutely. Go ahead.
Sandra:	23:20	Before we make an alliance.
Daniel:	23:23	I don't know if it's so much about a reconciliation, but I think in these times of dire necessity, they looked at themselves and maybe wanted to be more politically engaged. Then they were like, "Who do we look to, but Kinderland?"
Ben Bath:	23:38	This time and our country's history and everything that's going on, it's really great that progressive organizations stick together, and we hope that since so many of you are New York based that you're looking for opportunities to get involved.
Counselor:	23:53	And maybe start jotting some of these things down. Yeah.
Kids:	23:53	When the unions inspiration through the worker's blood shall run. There could be no power greater anywhere beneath the sun for the union makes us strong. Sing the chorus. Solidarity forever. Solidarity forever.
Ben Bath:	24:12	The idea of solidarity work, right, there's things we can organize ourselves, and there's things we can't. I think one of the things that we're wrestling with now, and it's a good problem to have is youth-led initiatives. And what does that look like in the context of that?
Sandra:	24:25	We have a certain way that we do youth-led.
Ben Bath:	24:28	Yes.
Sandra:	24:29	And I think, I don't know if it means the same thing to us as it does to Workmen's Circle.
Ann Toback:	24:35	It's about creating a movement. There's a lot of questions. We need to hear more from you, but what the Workmen's Circle brings to the table is the resources and a commitment to working together in a strong coalition to achieving the goals, some of the goals, I think we are likely all to agree on.
Sandra:	24:55	I do still think there is a larger conversation that we would still like to have at some point, and it's not just about political differences. You guys are very able to tell us what you can bring to the table for us. I think that I would like to be able to do the same thing for you. This is separate from the movement work, which of course, can't wait because things are bad in the world right now. But like-
Ben Bath:	25:20	Yeah. So to that end, is that the kind of thing that, come fall, there would be some room for collaboration or what do people think about that?
Speaker 42:	25:20	
Ben Bath:	25:30	Possibly. I mean, you guys don't have to decide now, you have your own processes.
Judee Rosenbaum:	25:31	We've talked about it. What do you think? Do you think, can somebody speak? Are we at all interested?
Sandra:	25:37	Let them think.
Kids:	25:38	Yes. Yeah, yeah. Yeah.
Sandra:	25:41	I see a lot of nods.
Ben Bath:	25:41	Okay.
Fanny Jacobson:	25:47	People have to learn to live with each other. Is there an in between? I don't know. That's what we have to look at. How do we talk to each other? Until that happens, nothing happens.
Kids:	26:08	The candy it cost a nickle. Oh, everything is higher. It's sure outrageous. Oh, everything is higher except my parents' wages.
Speaker 43:	26:15	People's rights are under attack. What do we do?
Ben and Sandra:	26:20	Stand up, fight back.
Speaker 43:	26:20	Are you ready to fight? Are you ready to fight?
Speaker 45:	26:24	Keep families together.
Ben and Sandra:	26:27	Don't rip them apart.
Speaker 45:	26:27	Yeah. Mothers and fathers.
Ben and Sandra:	26:27	They'll rip them apart.
Speaker 45:	26:27	Hey, fathers and sons.
Sandra:	26:34	When people join together, we can push against these sort of barriers being put up against the mission that all people hopefully would strive for which is equality, fairness, and justice.
Speaker 43:	26:46	No Trump.
Ben and Sandra:	26:48	No KKK, no fascist USA.
Speaker 43:	26:51	No Trump.
Eva:	26:53	What is said in Yiddish, [foreign language 00:26:56]. A better and more beautiful world for all. Thank you.
Kids:	26:59	We are unstoppable. Another world is possible. We are unstoppable. Another world is possible.
Leda:	27:14	The same problems today are what happened during the gilded age in terms of wealth stratification. The same problems of police violence can be tied back to the beginning of the police force and knowing how that developed teaches us how to dismantle systems of oppression or how to teach people about these systems of oppression that have become invisible over the course of hundreds of years.
Judee Rosenbaum:	27:36	Kids all over the United States, young people all over the United States are awakened and organizing and demonstrating and marching, so I am very hopeful actually.
Daniel:	27:49	And then now we're in this time and it's like, "Okay, let's go. Let's start doing it." This is the electric moment.
Gerald Palevsky:	27:56	Do you want to call that socialism? Call it socialism. You want to call it utopianism? Call it utopian. I don't care what words you want. Words are not the thing. It's what do they mean? They mean something because you're acting on them.
Maddy Simon:	28:12	How long? Oh, how long will you remain slaves and carry the shameful chain? How long-
Sandra:	28:24	There's a saying, we say at camp every summer that's [foreign language 00:28:28] which means from generation to generation. Teaching about history and connecting it to today is a way to teach kids that we need to fight today.
Kids:	28:39	Stand up. Fight back.
Fanny Jacobson:	28:41	So you have to speak up. You have to fight for it.
Maddy Simon:	28:45	And homeless.
Fanny Jacobson:	28:46	It's not going to come without somebody putting up a fight.
Maddy Simon:	28:51	Enough to bow for tyrants. Swear that you'll become free.
Tessa:	28:57	Nothing is new. Nothing is ever new. All the ideas we see today in politics and culture, everything is recycled. They show up in different ways. They show up in more sinister ways or more obscured ways.
Maddy Simon:	29:15	Swear that you will become free.
Leda:	29:18	I think history is our greatest weapon sometimes because the erasure of memory is how power maintains itself, and the erasure of memory is the way we erase people.
Maddy Simon:	29:40	[foreign language 00:29:40] I forgot half the words.
Maddy Simon:	29:48	Oh, Kinderland. [foreign language 00:29:56]. Oh, Kinderland. [foreign language 00:29:59]. The chorus of which goes, Oh, Kinderland, my summer home. I will never forget you. Between the grasses and the trees, there's a wonderful children's world, and it is called Kinderland.
Maddy Simon:	30:19	[foreign language 00:30:19].
Gerald Palevsky:	30:19	[foreign language 00:30:19]. How are you?
Maddy Simon:	30:19	[foreign language 00:30:19].
Gerald Palevsky:	30:19	[foreign language 00:30:19].
Maddy Simon:	30:19	I said, "Good day. How are you?" Okay.
Interviewer:	30:32	Do you remember Maddy from camp?
Gerald Palevsky:	30:36	No.
Maddy Simon:	30:38	No. I didn't come to camp till after he left. My first year was 1947.
Gerald Palevsky:	30:45	Mine was '46.
Judee Rosenbaum:	30:48	I just want to say one thing, however. If you look around the room, you will see that Lenin is not the only or the most major part of my life. And I would not like to give that impression. I'm very, I mean, just look at what you do see because that's who I am. That's just a very small part.
Bob Kaplan:	31:15	Kinder Ring [foreign language 00:31:23].
Eva:	31:26	I'm learning about freedom and peace and equality and that it's okay to have different genders and be different. Yeah. Stuff that makes life, life.
Interviewer:	31:39	You should sing it.
Fanny Jacobson:	31:47	[foreign language 00:31:47].
Interviewer:	31:47	So what does that song mean?
Fanny Jacobson:	31:57	They're swearing that they're going to do better.
Dayne:	32:01	Hopefully I can make a difference in today's world because things are falling apart, and if everyone could just come together, we can fix that.
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