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Playground 70 Min International

T.C. English Hebrew Arabic T.C. Captions
00:00:22:00, In 1982, Israel invaded Lebanon.
00:00:26:15
00:00:26:16] What was thought to be a simple operation to dislodge PLO forces
from the southern border region turned into a massive war
00:00:35:05] with an ensuing military occupation that lasted almost two decades.
00:00:35:06, Things got complicated.
00:00:38:22
00:00:38:23 One of the first complications occurred
in the coastal town of Sidon on the 4th day of the war
when a company of Israeli soldiers were given the task
00:00:50:08, of guarding more than 1,000 detainees in a schoolyard.
00:00:50:09 Among the detainees were a handful of militants,
many civilians, and a few doctors
00:00:57:10, from the adjacent Red Crescent Hospital.
00:00:57:11] What was thought to be a simple task turned horrific and deadly.
00:01:01:10
00:01:01:11 The soldiers who took part in that tragic event,
the doctors who witnessed their war crimes,
and the detainees who endured their torture —
00:01:11:11 have never been exposed. Until now
00:01:21,19 | feel like a character from Dante.
00:01:24,15
00:01:24,19 I've seen hell and returned.
00:01:27,20
00:01:28,08 .
Many others were not quite so fortunate.
00:01:31,12
00:01:32,04 | have been witness to suffering and death
00:01:36,15 on some massive scale,
00:01:36,17 but looking back on it now,
00:01:40,15 from these quiet surroundings,
00:01:40,17 there is something surreal
00:01:44,10 about those memories.
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We were already under the shellshock
because you've...

00:07:53,00
00:07:57,12

you've had the...
the supersonic airplanes dive...

00:07:59,20
00:08:01,05

and then the explosion.

00:07:57,04
00:08:00,12

Dr. Chris Giannou
Red Crescent Hospital, Sidon

00:08:03,00
00:08:05,19

When you've been through that for days,

00:08:07,05
00:08:09,09

you're already under shock.

00:08:26,11
00:08:30,06

The city of Saida fell to the Israeli forces

00:08:32,07
00:08:34,10

The hospital was shelled several times.

00:08:38,08
00:08:42,23

The first time, what happened,
one of the doctors,

00:08:43,00
00:08:46,12

the Red Crescent Palestinian doctors,
went up to the second or third floor.

00:08:47,02
00:08:50,09

And they'd closed the shutters,
on the windows.

00:08:51,06

AnAd ha had nnanad tha chiittare tn lanl
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00:08:54,09

00:08:57,04

to see the Israeli tanks and what have you.
00:08:59,01

00:08:59,03

Then he closed the shutters,
00:08:59,24

00:09:00,01 and a few seconds later
00:09:04,12 a shell hit the hospital.

00:09:06,05 And | know, | mean,
00:09:07,23 it was one of the doctors.

00:09:08,00 It was not a sniper,
00:09:10,01 it was not shooting or anything.

00:09:10,03

There were no fighters in the hospital.
00:09:12,09

00:09:12,19

And the shell hit the water pipes.
00:09:14,22

00:09:15,13 So the water reservoirs
00:09:21,14 that were on the roof emptied.

00:09:21,17
00:09:23,00

We had no water left.

00:09:23,02 We were drinking intravenous fluids
00:09:27,17 for the next several days.

00:09:27,23

No electricity.
00:09:29,08

00:09:29,17 So as long as we had sunlight,
00:09:32,07 | could work.

00:09:32,09

At night, | had to stop.
00:09:34,24

00:09:35,17

The hospital was hit several more times.
00:09:37,17

00:09:37,20 One day a shell fell at the door
00:09:41,12 of the emergency room

00:09:41,14 and killed about 30 or 40 people
00:09:44,05 who were there.
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00:10:15,04
00:10:36,19 There were all kinds of rumors,
00:10:38,14
00:10:39,02 that Israeli airplanes
00:10:42,19 had dropped out leaflets
00:10:43,17 . -

telling the civilian people,
00:10:45,06
00:10:45,08 "Surrender, go down to the sea.
00:10:48,07 Go down to the beach."
00:10:49,16 Then there were other rumors saying,
00:10:52,22 "No, no, no. Go up to the mountains."
00:10:54,17 There were rumors saying the Israelis
00:11:00,00 have announced two hours ceasefire,
00:11:00,15 and that the civilians in the area
00:11:04,20 around Ain al-Hilweh should leave.
00:11:05,07 So | got in an ambulance
00:11:10,05 with a couple of the nurses,
00:1:10,07 and we had a... with a loudspeaker.
00:11:13,03
00:11:13,17 We put up our flags, Crescent flags,
00:11:19,09 and we drove up towards the hills.
00:11:20,00 And | was using the loudspeaker
00:11:23,10 to shout in English:
00:11:23,19 "Red Crescent, do not shoot."
00:11:27,13
00:11:28,00 And we reached the first Israeli lines.
00:11:29,18
00:11:29,20 They said, "There's a cease fire
00:11:33,15 for another two hours. Go back.
00:11:33,23 And tell the people to leave."
00:11:35,07
00:11:36,04 We go back.
00:11:37,10
00:41:37,12 Before we reached the hospital,
00:11:39,21
00:11:41,09 a shell drops about 100 meters
00:11:45,11 in front of us.
00:11:46,11 And a few seconds later, a second shell,
00:11:50,02 about 50 meters.
00:11:50,05 And the third shell.
00:11:53,07 And | said, "Out."
00:1:53,21 We jumped out of the ambulance
00:11:56,01
00:11:56,15 and found some shelter
00:11:59,13 in the surrounding buildings.
00:11:59,23 And the last shell hit
00:12:03,00 the back of the ambulance.
00:12:10,17 All the hospital,
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00:12:19,03
00:12:24,06

And we ran out of the car
and into the hospital.

00:12:25,01
00:12:27,19

And there was, you know, like a...

00:12:29,13
00:12:30,13

Like hell, it was.

00:12:30,15
00:12:36,09

We just went into a little room
next to this place on the floor

00:12:36,11
00:12:40,21

and held our fingers in the ears
and open mouths.

00:12:40,23
00:12:46,12

We were told that would avoid
blowing the eardrum if they hit.

00:12:46,14
00:12:49,00

And the bombing continued
and it was burning

00:12:49,02
00:12:52,18

and there was smoke
and everything shivered,

00:12:53,19
00:12:57,00

and | remember | was still sitting there

00:12:49,06
00:12:52,23

Dr. Steinar Berge
Red Crescent Hospital, Sidon

00:12:57,06
00:13:01,05

when Chris shouted:
"Come and work!"

00:13:01,14
00:13:04,14

For me it's not a question
of the ambulance being targeted,

00:13:04,22
00:13:07,03

or that they're not respecting
the ceasefire.

00:13:07,05
00:13:10,14

| simply said, "It's confusion, it's chaos."
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00:14:24,10

NN MY Y1 197 N
00:14:25,08

00:14:25,14

We had a couple of ambulances,
00:14:27,12

00:14:27,16 we put as many people
00:14:29,17 into the ambulance as possible,

00:14:29,19

we had stretchers, we put peop...
00:14:31,14

00:14:31,16
00:14:34,06

a stretcher on the roof of the ambulance.

00:14:35,21 We got people to carry
00:14:41,17 as many wounded as we could

00:14:42,00 And we told the families,
00:14:46,09 "Out. Walk. Get up and walk and come."

00:14:46,11

And we started walking down the main street
00:14:49,12

00:14:49,14

beside the Ain al-Hilweh camp,
00:14:51,18

00:14:52,14

towards the main street of Sayda.
00:14:55,09

00:14:56,06
00:14:58,09

And | looked at Ain al-Hilweh.

00:15:01,11 Most of it was already flattened,
00:15:04,15 it was destroyed.

00:15:04,17

| saw hundreds of cadavers lying around.
00:15:08,00

00:15:09,15

Buildings had collapsed.
00:15:11,12

00:15:11,18

Some people were wandering around.
00:15:13,05

00:15:27,13

Suddenly came a message from the town,
00:15:30,12

00:15:30,14 | think a female nurse had been sent
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00:15:34,22 from the Israelis in town
00:15:34,24 that now they will bomb the area
00:15:39,04 in half an hour.
00:15:39,24 )
So Chris shouted to the people:
00:15:46,03
00:15:46,10
"Now everyone must get out.
00:15:50,07
00:15:50,09
We must evacuate.
00:15:52,05
00:15:52,07 And those who can walk, can walk
00:15:56,02 and they can help somebody.
00:15:56,04
We cannot help all."
00:15:57,17
00:45:57,19 So we had to take our linens,
00:16:00,17
00:16:01,06 most of them were bloody,
00:16:04,17 as white flags.
00:16:04,19
I looked like a butcher in my clothes.
00:16:09,20
00:16:09,22 .
My white clothes were more or less red.
00:16:12,13
00:16:13,04 And we walked to the Israeli lines
00:16:15,16
00:16:15,18 People said | could talk to the gov...
00:16:19,12 the military governor.
00:16:19,14 He was down there.
00:16:23,11 Arnon Mozer was his name.
00:16:23,16 And | thought,
00:16:27,10 "I'm immune, I'm a Norwegian,
00:16:27,12 | have diplomatic relations,
00:16:32,04 our good friends are Israel so..."
00:16:32,15 | had also walked a lot in the street
00:16:36,11 in previous days,
00:16:36,13 .
felt invulnerable.
00:16:39,11
00:16:40,10 But... So | talked with Arnon Mozer
00:16:46,04
00:16:46,15 and | said, "You are calling this war
00:16:52,12 ‘Peace for Galilee'.
00:16:52,14 About women and children in Galilee."
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| go down, towards the beach.
00:22:15,16
00:22:15,18

The Norwegians are with me.
00:22:17,09
00:22:17,12 . .

Francis Capet and so forth, alright.

00:22:19,19
00:22:21,02

And | go down to the beach.
00:22:23,04
00:22:23,10 .

And there are three jeeps stopped there,

00:22:29,12
00:22:29,14 in each one is a man either
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00:22:32,16 with a hood over his head
00:22:32,18 or a blanket, you cannot see his face.
00:22:34,15

00:22:34,17 And next to him
00:22:36,24 is sitting an Israeli soldier.
00:22:37,15 And you're supposed to walk
00:22:40,09 in front of them.
00:22:40,22 A soldier comes over,
00:22:44,17 takes me by the shoulder, says:
00:22:44,19 "Doctor, huh? You're a terrorist."
00:22:46,22

00:22:47,17 And he writes something on my shirt back.
00:22:50,03

00:22:50,08 I don't know what.
00:22:51,18

00:22:53,19 And when the Norwegians see me being taken,
00:22:59,10 they rush forward.
00:23:00,02 And they say to them,
00:23:03,01 "What, are you with him?"
00:23:03,03 "Yes."

00:23:05,06 "Then you come along as well."
00:23:05,19 And they take all of us prisoner
00:23:07,18

00:23:08,00 and take us to the Convent School in Saida.
00:23:12,01

00:23:12,03 The St. Joseph Convent School,
00:23:13,14

00:23:13,16 which everyone in the region called
00:23:16,24 "Madrasat el Rahebat", okay?
00:23:7,01 "The School of the nuns".
00:23:18,10

00:23:23,18 | was put in a large sort of playground,
00:23:28,19 with basketball hoops.
00:23:28,21 And then there was a sandbox
00:23:30,16 and what have you.
00:23:30,18 And about 400, 500, 600 men
00:23:35,15 sitting on the ground,
00:23:35,17 including my colleagues
00:23:38,24 from Palestine Red Crescent.
00:23:40,21 And around us, six or seven
00:23:45,20 armored personnel carriers,
00:23:46,21 We looked at each other.
00:23:48,06

00:23:49,21 We tried to whisper, "How are you?"
00:23:52,12

00:23:52,14 But anybody talking,
00:23:56,03 the Israeli soldiers would shout
00:23:56,05 and then come over and hit somebody
00:23:58,18 who was talking.
00:24:00,20 We were tied with strips, you know,
00:24:06,22

00:24:07,03 the plastic strips that you...
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00:24:11,10 that get only...

00:24:11,12 that can only be tighter and tighter,
00:24:14,23 you have to cut them open.

00:24:15,13 And at that time such strips
00:24:22,11 had very sharp edges,

00:24:22,13 so very many prisoners had big sores
00:24:26,12 after the strips

00:24:26,14

and complained about them.
00:24:28,14

00:24:28,20

And they got blindfolded,
00:24:31,03

00:24:32,17 but you learn very fast
00:24:37,22 how to wrinkle your forehead,

00:24:37,24

and you can look under a blindfold.
00:24:43,05

00:24:44,02

And we heard shootings and cries,
00:24:47,06

00:24:47,13

so we were, you know, afraid.
00:24:50,00

00:24:50,06

Really afraid, what will happen now.
00:24:51,24

00:24:52,01 Are they shooting people here
00:24:54,19 in the next courtyard?

00:24:56,17 but then after some time we were taken
00:25:01,16 into the other courtyard,

00:25:01,18

which is a courtyard with basketball
00:25:05,12

00:25:05,14 And people were tightened
00:25:10,22 to these structures,

00:25:12,23

more or less unconscious, many of them.
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00:27:15,04 for a couple of days.
00:27:15,06 And | learned that they had been there
00:27:19,07 without water and food.
00:27:19,13 And this was June,
00:27:21,07 it was summer, it was hot.
00:27:21,09
So they were under the sun.
00:27:23,03
00:27:24,01
So many of the men were already dehydrated.
00:27:26,17
00:27:27,23
Felt sun stroke.
00:27:28,19
00:27:28,21 | mean, after two or three days, no water,
00:27:32,24 they asked for water, alright?
00:27:33,01 . .
And if you asked for water, you got hit.
00:27:35,18
00:27:36,05 Sometimes a couple of the soldiers
00:27:39,22 would come with some water
00:27:40,09
and pour it in front of them,
00:27:42,17
00:27:42,19 or give them a few drops to drink
00:27:47,07 and then throw it in their face.
00:27:47,23 The prisoners did not have access
00:27:49,10 to the toilets
00:27:49,12 and so basically they were peeing
00:27:54,08 and defecating in their clothing.
00:27:55,18
And...
00:27:57,09
00:27:58,14 | was lucky because | had been four
00:28:02,08 or five days without eating, so | had...
00:28:02,10
| didn't have any shit left in me.
00:28:04,06
00:28:04,19 But for peeing, you peed in your pants
00:28:08,07 peeing. you p your pants.
00:28:13,23 So there was, | mean...
00:28:15,20 there was the lack of water,
00:28:15,22 the lack of food,
00:28:21,18 the lack of facilities, and...
00:28:22,19 everybody sitting in the sun, sweatin
00:28:25,05 rybocy sifing ' 9
00:28:25,20 so you get the odor
00:28:32,19 of a mass of unwashed men
00:28:33,04 . .
with urine and fecal matter.
00:28:35,09
00:28:35,11 . .
And you get sweat, shit and urine,
00:28:38,10
00:28:39,02
all that smell together.
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00:28:52,12
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There were several people in particular
00:49:55,19
00:49:57,03 )
who suffered very very severe beatings.
00:49:59,01
00:50:00,13 One was a Palestinian doctor,
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00:50:07,14 Dr. Nabih, Nabih Shuaby,
00:50:08,10 b . -
who was a specialist in preventive medicine.
00:50:13,21
00:50:13,23 He organized vaccination campaigns
00:50:19,21 in the villages in the area and what have you.
00:50:22,00 And Nabih, when | arrived
00:50:26,24 he had already been badly beaten.
00:50:28,06 .
And he was strung up, tied up,
00:50:32,06
00:50:32,22 against a pole or one of the apparatuses
00:50:40,10 they had in the playground.
00:50:41,13 And he had a...
00:50:43,13
00:50:43,15 His clothes were torn, bloody face,
00:50:48,18 he had a wound in his cheek.
00:50:51,19
One of the other prisoners told me
00:50:53,17
00:50:53,19 that one of the Israeli soldiers had put
00:50:58,04 a bayonet through his cheek,
00:50:58,18
and you could see the hole.
00:51:00,08
00:51:02,06 .
And there was a rope around his neck.
00:51:05,01
00:51:06,22 And | looked and | said,
00:51:09,09 "Is he still alive?"
00:51:09,21 Then | saw him move.
00:51:11,15
00:51:12,18 And then later on he was taken down,
00:51:14,20
00:51:14,22 he was dragged
00:51:18,00 and then put up back again...
00:51:19,05 .
One guy on one side,
00:51:21,17
00:51:21,21 )
and | thought they were unconscious.
00:51:24,14
00:51:24,20 But then one of them awoke and...
00:51:28,14
00:51:28,16 | couldn't recognize him, but he said,
00:51:32,10 "Francis,"
00:51:32,14 and it turned out to be Dr. Nabih
00:51:37,23 who had been beaten very severely.
00:51:38,08 He was...
00:51:43,11 later | saw him dragged around there
00:51:43,13 with a rope around his neck,
00:51:47,21 stripped to the waist, and...
00:51:48,04 | can't remember if he had his trousers...
00:51:50,18
00:51:50,20
He had his long trou...
00:51:52,18
00:51:52,20 | don't remember
00:51:55,17 if he had his long trousers then.
00:51:56,00

I thinl thowv wara talkkan awav at enma nnint
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00:51:58,22 | LN WISy WIS WaRTH Gway Gt SUITIG puUiL
00:51:59,13
And... | think two days later | saw him also
00:52:07,17
00:52:09,10 T
at an interim camp or Safa company,
00:52:12,03
00:52:12,24 looking drowsy,
00:52:18,12 and with big sores on his neck.
00:52:21,10 Another fellow was the Iraqi
00:52:24,18 vascular surgeon,
00:52:24,20 )
by the name of Mohamed Ibrahim.
00:52:28,22
00:52:29,16 And | had worked with him.
00:52:32,19 He was a good vascular surgeon.
00:52:34,07
He was beaten badly,
00:52:35,12
00:52:38,01 )
and then put, thrown into the sandbox.
00:52:41,11
00:52:41,16 With his face in the sand.
00:52:43,04
00:52:45,03
And he wasn't moving.
00:52:46,08
00:52:47,22 | said, dammit, he's going to suffocate.
00:52:51,14 If he's not dead already.
00:52:51,16 - . .
With his face, if he's unconscious,
00:52:53,20
00:52:53,22 and he has his face in the sand,
00:52:57,11 he won't be able to breath.
00:53:02,08
And so | got up
00:53:04,00
00:53:04,20 . .
They're going to hit me, or...
00:53:06,07
00:53:06,20 | got up.
00:53:08,22 | walked over to him.
00:53:09,10
| mean, they knew | was a doctor.
00:53:10,13
00:53:10,15 They had already called me to examine
00:53:16,17 a couple of the cadavers, alright?
00:53:16,22 )
| got up and walked over to him.
00:53:18,18
00:53:19,06
| knelt down, and put him on his side.
00:53:22,23
00:53:23,00 And then bent the knee to put him
00:53:26,24 in a correct position
00:53:27,01
and cleaned out his face,
00:53:28,19
00:53:29,10 you know, to make certain
00:53:32,11 that if he was going to vomit,
00:53:32,13 he was not going to aspirate,
00:53:34,17 he was not going to asphyxiate,
00:53:34,19
| took care of him, you know.
00:53:36,12
00:53:36,14

AnAd ha nnanad hic avac and ha lnakad at ma
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A soldier came and said to me,

00:55:12,09
00:55:13,23

"Come over and look at this fellow."

00:55:14,05
00:55:19,04

And he also just, not very far away from me,
had been beaten and...

00:55:22,05
00:55:24,23

And | went over and again checked,

00:55:25,00
00:55:27,07

the carotid pulse,
looked at the pupils, etc.

00:55:27,09
00:55:28,07

He's dead.

00:55:30,02

And there were a couple of other fellows
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00:55:34,00 nearby me,
00:55:34,02 -
| mean within 10 meters or so,
00:55:37,08
00:55:37,10 that | did not examine
00:55:39,03
00:55:39,17 but | saw from a distance
00:55:42,11 that they were lying,
00:55:42,17 .
not moving,
00:55:44,05
00:55:44,18 and after a while the soldiers
00:55:49,05 told a couple of prisoners
00:55:49,07 .
to pick them up and carry them out.
00:55:51,03
00:55:51,05 .
So the prisoners got up,
00:55:53,18
00:55:53,20 picked up the cadavers
00:55:57,23 and carried them out.
00:55:58,00
Then the prisoners came back.
00:55:59,15
00:56:00,17 So | saw four that were killed,
00:56:04,10
00:56:04,14 and from what | heard,
00:56:09,08 the whispering, again,
00:56:10,21 there were another several dead.
00:56:13,17
00:56:14,00
There were two incidents,
00:56:16,18
00:56:18,06 and both Chris Giannou
00:56:20,23
00:56:21,07 and | were at separate occasions
00:56:27,17 asked to verify the situation of people
00:56:28,03 : . .
either if they were very sick or dead.
00:56:31,01
00:56:31,11 | was first asked to go and look
00:56:37,22 on a person quite...
00:56:38,09 ) .
rather early, the first day | think,
00:56:41,04
00:56:42,05 . ; .
or maybe early in the morning next morning.
00:56:44,11
00:56:44,16 | was taken over to a person
00:56:49,16 and | could confirm he was dead.
00:56:49,19
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