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p |cat|ons‘ occurred in the coastal town of Sidon on the

\ day of the - war when a company of Israeli soldiers were given the task of
“guarding more than 1,000 Lebanese war prisoners in a schoolyard.
Among the war prisoners were a handful of militants, many cmhans,

The soldiers who took part in that tragic event, the doctors who witnessed
“their war crime 1e detainees ho endured the|r torture have never been
exposed. i i i

Until now.
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Nurit Kedar

Director / Producer
Director’s Statement

The role of any documentary filmmaker is to illustrate events that one
does not always want to see or remember and often tries to hide.
The documentary filmmaker must accurately state the truth.
Israel’s war in Lebanon remains a black box of untold stories, as well as calamitous
overreach. The past cannot be changed, but it cannot be forgotten or erased.

In this film, recovering the details of a war crime elicits the possibility of
confronting our past and accounting for the consequences. Moral transgression
may be a story of any war, but we have failed to understand how this particular
war reshaped our moral universe, and how a line extends from Lebanon to our

present predicament.

BIO

Nurit Kedar is an acclaimed Israeli documentary filmmaker

Kedar was awarded "The Art Of Cinema Award". The award was given by the
Israeli Ministry of Culture 2016.
Won the Lifetime Achievement Award for the year 2015 awarded by
the Israeli Academy of Film and Television.

Kedar won the Van Leer Group Foundation Award for Best Documentary Film,
for the film -Life Sentences’ at the 2013 Jerusalem Film Festival.

Life Sentences” won the Objectif d'or, grand award, also the Audience Award
at the Millenium Film Festival.

Her television credits include Senior Producer at the CNN bureau in Jerusalem.
Executive producer of Israeli Channel 12 (commercial channel) in which she
produced and directed 12 films and 5 documentary series.

All her films were aired on Israeli broadcasting networks.
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#Schoolyard

Facts & Figures

. On 6 June 1982, Israeli forces under direction of Defense Minister
Ariel Sharon launched a three-pronged invasion of southern Lebanon
in "Operation Peace for Galilee". Roughly 60,000 troops and more than
800 tanks, heavily supported by aircraft, attack helicopters, artillery, and
missile boats, crossed the Israel-Lebanon border in three areas.
Simultaneously, Israeli armor, paratroopers, and naval commandos set
sail in amphibious landing ships from Ashdod towards the Lebanese coast

north of Sidon.
In January 1985, Israel started to withdraw most of its troops, leaving
a small residual Israeli force and an Israeli-supported militia, the South
Lebanon Army in southern Lebanon in a "Security Zone ", which Israel considered
a necessary buffer against attacks on its northern territory.
The Israeli withdrawal to the security zone ended in June 1985. Israel withdrew
fully from Lebanon in 2000. According to Lebanese sources, between 15,000
and 20,000 people were killed, mostly civilians.
According to American military analyst Richard Gabriel, between 5,000 and
8,000 civilians were killed.
1,216 Israeli soldiers were killed, between 5 June 1982 and 31 May 1985.
One of its first and most important victims was the national consensus.
For the first time in the history of Israel not only was the conduct of war debated
- for this there had been ample precedent - but the very justification of the war.
Prime Minister Menahem Begin himself provided the watchword: a War of
Choice, unlike all previous wars, which were perceived as dire necessities.
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My gratitude to dear colleagues and friends
who helped in the making of the film.

Robert Fisk Lebanon, Ireland
Alain Mingam, Gamma - France
Professor Raya Morag, Israel
Alan Berliner, USA
Shalev Vayness and Reuven Hecker for Bokito (1 984)

Mya Shone and Ralph Schoenman, USA
Dr. Chris Giannou, Greece

) Sergi Dolade, Spain
\ Dr. Steinar R. Berge, Norway
"8, Dr. Shafiqul Islam, Sweden R
""ﬂyvmd Otterdahl Mgller, Mmh o
-"ii_'! Odd Karsten Tveit, Norway g8

Seth Anziska, England
- Boaz Lanir, Israel
Dov Yermlya, Israel

Wlthout you the film wou-I,d not have | been possnble _. -
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